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The Prevalence of Paraphilic Interests in the Czech Population: Preference, Arousal,
the Use of Pornography, Fantasy, and Behavior

Klara Bartova *", Renata Androvicova (05, Lucie Krejéova ("<, Petr Weiss"<, and Katefina Klapilova &>

*Faculty of Humanities, Charles University; ®Institute of Sexology, First Faculty of Medicine, Charles University; “Laboratory of evolutionary sexology
and psychopathology, Applied Neuroscience and Neurcimaging, National Institute of Mental Health

ABSTRACT
The number of population-based studies focused on the prevalence of paraphilic sexual interests in men
is very low and for women, the subject remains largely unexplored. The two main aims of this study are
to investigate the prevalence of paraphilias and to explore sex differences in an online representative
sample of Czech men and women using various dimensions of sexual experience. We collected data
about sexual motivations and behavior from a representative online sample of 10,044 Czechs (5,023 men
and 5,021 women). In a standardized online interview, participants answered questions about selected
dimensions of sexual experience within specific paraphilic patterns: sexual preferences, sexual arou-
sal, sexual fantasies in the past 6 months, pornography use in the past 6 months, and experience with
paraphilic behaviors. Our results show that 31.3% of men (n = 1,571) and 13.6% of women (n = 683)
admitted to at least one paraphilic preference. Moreover, 15.5% of men and 5% of women reported
more than one paraphilic preference. Except for beating/torture and humiliation/submission, in terms of
real experience with such behaviors almost all paraphilias were more common among men than among
women. Our results indicate that the high prevalence of some paraphilic patterns might render their
pathologization problematic.
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